Invitation to Artists for Original Art Work

Aven Cottages – Territorial Dementia Facility


Invitation to Artists for Consideration of
Original Artwork
For the New

Aven Cottages – Territorial Dementia Facility

Yellowknife, NT

Issued by the Yellowknife Association of 
Concerned Citizens for Seniors 
(YACCS)

Ranges:  $500 to $2,500

Timelines: 

Deadline for Submission:  October 15, 2010

Selection of Artwork:  November 4, 2010 – Notification of Selection will be shortly thereafter.

Artwork received by:  November 26, 2010

Submissions: 

Should be sent to yaccsart@northwestel.net  or YACCS Art Invitation, Suite 1, 5710 – 50th Avenue, Yellowknife, NT  X1A 1G1.

Inquiries by email only to:  yaccsart@northwestel.net
All media suitable to wall mounted installations, which meet mandatory selection criteria, will be considered.  

SPECIFICS OF THE INVITATION

1. Eligibility

This invitation is directed at but not limited to visual art.   All media suitable to a wall mounted installation will be considered.   

This invitation is directed to Northwest Territories artists.  
2. Guiding Criteria for Artwork

The art work will be placed throughout Aven Cottages Territorial Dementia Facility and viewed by residents with Alzheimer’s disease and other related dementias.  The safety, security and attitude to artwork by the residents will be paramount in guiding the selection.

a) Mandatory criteria

Artwork shall:

i. Be original works of art.

ii. Include bright colors.

iii. Provide sharp contrasts in color.

iv. Be calming.

v. Promote contentment; for example, bring back memories of the past.

vi. Provide a single focus.

Artwork shall NOT:

vii. Be abstract.

viii. Be scary or evoke distressful images.

ix. Be distracting or represent many areas of focus.

x. Have any sharp or protruding edges.

xi. Be mirror-like or reflect images.

While not part of the mandatory criteria, artists should know that people with Alzheimer’s disease do not see pastels or white very well.  This condition does not affect people with other related dementias. 

b) General Theme

Residents of Aven Cottages Territorial Dementia Facility will be from across the Northwest Territories and reflect the population mix of the NWT – e.g. aboriginal/non-aboriginal from rural and urban communities.

Therefore we limit this invitation to art with a Northern theme, including but not limited to:

●   NWT Cultures



●   Mining
●   Wildlife




●   Landscapes

●   Recreation
c) Physical and Logistical Criteria

Original artwork shall not be framed.  It may be either “ready to frame” or created such that it does not require a frame.

The artwork will be placed on neutrally painted walls with the exception of stained glass which shall be placed against clear windows.  Artwork shall be as close as possible to the size specifications listed.

Stained glass – 3 Pieces Required
#1 and #2. Two (2) 30 inch high by 30 inch wide pieces to be hung from the window frame in a sunroom.  There are 2 banks of windows, perpendicular to each other in the sunroom.  Each piece would be placed on the higher bank, approximately 12 feet off the ground.  Light reflecting through the piece would be thrown onto blank walls.

#3 One (1) 18 inches high by 24 inches wide piece to be hung from a window frame in a multi-purpose room.  The window looks onto an inner courtyard.  Light coming through the window would be reflected on blank walls.  The room, as its name implies, has many different purposes including religious and spiritual services, family celebrations, and musical concerts.  

Wall mounted original artwork – 13 Original Pieces Required
#4  One piece no more than 18 inches high and to a maximum of 104 inches wide assuming the piece is “ready to be framed” or if the piece will be not be framed to fit into an available space of 26 inches high by 112 inches wide.  The piece will be located on the Sunroom wall – outside the family conference room in an area used by residents, staff, and families. 
#5, #6, and #7  Three (3) pieces of similar dimensions to be located in the kitchen/dining room of  the Day Program area.  Two (2) of these pieces will be placed next to each other.  The third will be placed on a wall that is perpendicular to the other two.  The dimensions of each piece should be  42 inches high by 32 inches wide assuming the piece is “ready to be framed” or if the piece will not be framed approximately 50 inches high by 40 inches wide.  The kitchen/dining room will be used by day residents who may or may not be suffering from dementia, their families and staff.  
#8 One (1) piece of 27 inches high by 42 inches wide assuming the piece is “ready to be framed” or if the piece will not be framed of 35 inches high by 50 inches wide. To be located in the Staff Room used by YACCS employees.  

#9  One (1) piece of 9 inches high by 30 inches wide assuming the piece is “ready to be framed” or if the piece will not be framed of 17 inches high by 38 inches wide.  To be located in the Conference Room used by staff, family members and interested publics.  This piece will be placed near a Graham Shaw landscape with autumn colors dulled by the cloudy day.

#10 and #11 Two (2) pieces each approximately 16  inches high by 32 inches wide assuming the piece is “ready to be framed” or if the piece will not be framed of approximately 24 inches high by 40 inches wide.  To be located in a sitting area used by residents and family members and staff.  

#12 and #13  Two (2) pieces each approximately 45 inches high by 55 inches wide.  The pieces will be placed side by side in the  multi-purpose room used by residents (of Aven Cottages and Aven Manor) and their family members, staff and volunteers.  

#14 One (1) piece to fill an area approximately 36 inches high and 70 inches wide.  To be located on a wall in a sitting area for residents and families and passed by residents, families, volunteers and staff.

#15 and #16 Two (2) pieces each 16 inches high by 32 inches wide assuming the piece is “ready to be framed” or if the piece will not be framed 24 inches high by 40 inches wide.  To be located on a wall in a hallway sitting area to be used by residents and families and passed by residents, families, volunteers and staff.  This sitting area is opposite a bank of windows looking out onto blasted rock faces.
3. Submission requirements and conditions

a) Submissions must be received by October 15, 2010 and must include:

i. the artist’s name and complete contact information (e.g. telephone, cell phone, fax, email, mailing address as applicable); 

ii. confirmation that if selected, the art work can be available in Yellowknife for installation by November 26, 2010;   

iii. a brief resume about the artist;

iv. an electronic image(s) of the submission in JPEG file format OR a non-returnable photo print.  Do not submit the original piece of artwork.  Images (electronic or photograph) must be named with the artist’s name, and if submitting more than one piece for consideration, an assigned number.  For example, hardy1.jpg, hardy2.jpg;

v. a description of the artwork(s), including dimensions, medium and title.

vi. an artist may not submit more than two (2) original artworks for consideration;
vii. the price of the finished piece;
viii. a declaration that the artist guarantees that the work to be produced is original and does not violate the copyright of another person; and

ix. a declaration that the artist acknowledges and agrees to all criteria, conditions and requirements of this invitation as written.

b) General Conditions 

i. if the artist has future plans to reproduce, or publish the art piece, arrangements must be made prior to the artwork becoming the property of YACCS.  Due to the nature of this facility, artwork cannot be removed once it is installed.
ii. all artwork that is selected for purchase may be posted on websites or other media for viewing by the public;

iii. if selected, the artwork becomes the property of YACCS on receipt by YACCS of the artwork at Aven Cottages Territorial Dementia Facility on or before November 26, 2010 and payment made to the artist;

iv. with prior approval YACCS will reimburse artists who are shipping selected artwork from outside Yellowknife for the costs of packing, shipping and insurance.  If selected artwork is from Yellowknife artists, there shall be no reimbursement of any packing, shipping or insurances costs. 

v. with the exception noted in b) iv. above, the price agreed upon for the purchase of the artwork is the sole remuneration provided to the artist.

4. Submissions: 

Submissions should be sent to  yaccsart@northwestel.net or YACCS Art Invitation, Suite 1, 5710 – 50th Avenue, Yellowknife, NT  X1A 1G1.

Inquiries will be received by email only at yaccsart@northwestel.net
5. Selection process

A committee of 3 art stakeholders will recommend the selection of artworks for purchase by YACCS.   Submissions received by October 15, 2010 will be reviewed by the committee and recommendations for purchase will be made to the YACCS Board of Directors.  A decision will be made by November 4, 2010.  Only those artists whose submitted artwork has been approved for purchase by YACCS will be contacted.
Thank you for your interest.
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